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INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO OMB-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 EB-07 TRSE-00 AID-05 IGA-02 
ACDA-07 /090W 

111315 281408Z/47 

R 281344Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VAT, LETT A 
TO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 7478 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

CONFIDENTIAL VALLETTA 0737 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MT, AG 

SUBJECT: MALTA AFTER 1979: THE ALGERIAN CONNECTION 
REF: VALLETTA 0711, VALLETTA 0707, 

1 . IN ALL OF THE DISCUSSIONS HERE ABOUT PRIME MINISTER 
MINTOFF'S DESIRE TO HAVE HIS FUTURE NEUTRALITY AND 
ECONOMIC VIABILITY GUARANTEED BY A SELF-SELECTED GROUP 
OF MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES, WE HAVE YET TO SEE ANY 
EVIDENCE THAT ALGERIA HAS MADE SUCH COMMITMENTS TO 
MALTA. THIS, DESPITE MINTOFF’S INSISTENCE THAT LIBYA 

AND ALGERIA WILL BE THE COUNTERBALANCE TO FRANCE AND 
ITALY UNDER HIS SCHEME, AS WELL AS HIS CLAIMS THAT THE 
ALGERIANS ARE JUST AS READY, WILLING AND ABLE TO HELP 
HIM AFTER 1979 AS THE LIBYANS. 

2. THEREFORE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY COMMENTS THAT 
EMBASSY ALGIERS MIGHT BE ABLE TO OFFER WHICH COULD 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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SHED LIGHT ON THE ALGERIAN ROLE (IF ANY) IN THIS EARLY 
ROUND OF THE 1979 VERSION OF THE OLD MINTOFFIAN POKER 
GAME. LAINGEN 
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